‘The Dittons’ Year 101 has begun. On Sunday 26"
September we suitably ended our Centenary Celebrations
with a Thanksgiving Service at St. Nicholas Church,
Thames Ditton; tree and bulb planting, tea and a Camp Fire
at The Shack. | have received a number of letters and
emails saying what a really enjoyable service it was. | have
also received a letter from the Vicar, Revd. John Silk,
thanking the Group for giving the collection of £103 for the
Church Restoration Fund.

During the Centenary Year many people made huge
contributions to a series of events that were very
successful. We all owe them a considerable debt of
gratitude for all they did; ' THANK YOU’ everyone.

Now we must get down to the purpose of the Group’s
existence —to DO SCOUTING. That is to say, help our
young people, through the Training Programme, to develop
their potential as self-reliant and responsible people;
people who have attained skills, knowledge and learned
from the experiences Scouting can give them.

We say frequently we want them to grow up to be good
citizens, but what do we mean by this? | think we mean that
they grow into well-rounded caring, kind, generous and
unselfish people with some common sense they can apply
in all circumstances. Scouting provides the opportunity to
learn practical skills and gain knowledge in particular
subjects. Scouting also provides opportunities to learn to
get on with other people with a degree of tolerance and
understanding, which is gradually absorbed over time, as
we work and play together.

| was greatly influenced by my Scoutmaster, Roger Attwell,
and the lads who were in the Dittons when | was young. |
owe each and every one of them a debt of gratitude for all |
gained from them. That is how it works, but we only realise
this later in life when we maybe look back and think about
our earlier years.

We all welcome Laura Clarke as our Group Scout Leader
to replace our great friend Keith. It may take a little time to
get things working smoothly with a different person in that
position. I'm sure we will all do our part in continuing the
Five Year Development of the Group as planned, and also
look further ahead so that we do not lose momentum.

Into our second century then - and some very good
SCOUTING.
Kind regards

Neville Biden,
Group Chairman
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It has been a momentous year for The Dittons Scout
Group and we thought that our events in September
2009, to launch our Centenary Year, could not be
bettered. The Barn Dance was an outstanding success
and our Service of the Lamp post on Giggs Hill Green
and tea party at The Shack set a very high standard.

It was fitting therefore that on the weekend of 25" and
26" September 2010 we should organise a finale for our
celebrations which was in keeping with these standards.

The weekend began with a parent quiz night on the
Saturday evening hosted and organised by Beaver
Leader, David Cooper. The evening was incredibly
entertaining and competition was fierce. (Watch this
space for news of another quiz evening in 2011!)

The final act of the Centenary year took place on
Sunday 26" September 2010 when a commemoratory
plague was unveiled on Giggs Hill Green at the spot
where the group first met 100 years ago.

Explorer Scouts, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
unveil the Centeneary plaque

This was followed by a special service at St. Nicholas
Church which included entertainment from Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts.

The grand finale was held at the Shack where all
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts had the opportunity to plant
crocus bulbs around the grounds and a Golden Beech
tree was planted in memory of some of the Group’s
recently departed colleagues (Keith Berry, Brian
Greenaway and Mike Chapman).

Continued on page 2....
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A hole had been dug for a time capsule to be buried. The capsule, which will contain elements befitting of this era,
will be buried on 14th November at the conclusion
of the Remembrance Day Service. It is hoped
that the capsule will be unearthed by members of
the Group when it carries out its 150 years
celebrations in 50 years time.

Finally all attendees enjoyed a tea party and a
sing along around our new camp fire area which
had been specially built in honour of the
Centenary and which the Group will enjoy for
many years to come.

Big thanks go to the Centenary Committee and
particularly to Suzan Baker, who put her heart
into organising the centenary events - without her
The group enjoys the unveiling of the enthusiasm, _inspiration and harq work we would
Centenary camp fire area not have_ achieved such a fantastic year of
celebrations.

| Special plaques have been placed around the camp fi  re area in order to remember past and current membe  rs !
. .If you would like to have a plaque for your child or family please email suzan@bakerfamily.co.uk — a !
: donation of a minimum of £20 for each plaque isreq  uested and should be given to your section leader - any |
' profit made will go towards the cost of the new cam p fire area. Thank You. |

—We now have an Explorer Scouts Section — aimed at anyone aged between
14Y%5 and 18 years old. We meet from 8-9.30pm on the second Thursday of every month.

The Troop ended their activities last term by doing some shooting and caving enabling a number of scouts to achieve
their adventure badge. This was finished off with an end of term family barbeque.

We started back with archery followed by a Bring a Friend evening and more
recently we have been teaching the scouts some orienteering.

Troop activities have also included working on the Promise Challenge badge
which has involved amongst other things the scouts writing a code of
conduct for their meetings and we continued the Fitness Challenge badge
from last term.

The majority of scouts attended the centenary church service performing a
Mastermind style quiz based on the Dittons history. After parading back to
the Shack they then helped younger sections of the Group to plant crocus
bulbs around the grounds of the Shack.

Scouts kitted out for their

. . We are having a circus skills evening after half term when we also welcome
caving experience

some of the cubs who are moving up to the Scout Troop.

This term we are joining other Troops in Esher District at the District Night Hike, a five a side

. . S . . Meeting Time:
football tournament, a chess competition and we are hosting the District Cooking competition.

Thursday
lan, Juliet, Derryn and Tanja 7.30 — 9pm

# $%

Welcome to lan Yates who joins us as new Scout Leader. lan has been helping out with Zulu Cubs for the past few
years and has now agreed to pass on his talents and knowledge to the Scouts section lan takes over from David
Wickenden, who has led the Scouts for the nearly 4 years, his involvement has been an inspiration to all of the
Scouts and he will be missed. We would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to David for all his work and commitment to the
Group.




The cubs had a fun packed summer with a number of events taking place throughout the
summer holidays including swimming nights, night time rambles, pond dipping and den
building to name but a few.

We returned in September and had our annual camp which this time took place at
the Shack which was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by all, we combined the

camp with a visit to the Coral Reef pool in Bracknell and an adventure ramble in Dave Clarke
Bracknell Forest. This was quickly followed by the end of centenary weekend
events which we were heavily involved in. Monday — Mowgli Cubs: 6.30 -8pm

Tuesday — Zulu Cubs: 6.30-8pm

October has been just as busy with the district sausage sizzle and a water
activity day at Docklands plus we will be taking the cubs swimming during half term.

November will begin with firework parties on Monday 1%
and Tuesday 2" November. There will also be a chess
day with other cubs from the area at Claygate scout hut
and a visit for both groups to the Pets at Home store in
New Malden in order that they can work towards their
animal carer badge.

The term will end with the traditional Christmas pyjama
Cubs enjoy their day at Docklands party and a walk over the Ledges on Esher Common.

David Cooper Martin Cooper Sarah Fox

Two Montreal Beavers were awarded their Chief Scouts
Bronze Awards at the end of last term — congratulations
to Tijn Schuringa and Raul Majithia (both of whom have since progressed to Cubs).

Both Colonies held family barbeques at the end of last term and comprehensively beat their respective sets of parents
at rounders (with a little help from the leaders!)

September was a busy month with separate Colony outings to West Wittering. This year the Montreal parents proved
themselves to be more creative sandcastle builders than their Toronto counterparts! Both Colonies took part in the
Group Centenary events on the weekend of 25" and 26" September.

Later on in this term we will be travelling by train to the Lord Mayor’s

Show on Saturday 13th November 2010 to watch the ‘return journey’ of
the parade and taking part in the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday
14th November 2010.

Meeting Times:
Christmas Parties & Concerts Wednesday — Montreal Beavers: 5-6.30pm
Wi”htake p|ace on Saturday Thursday- Toronto Beavers; 5-6.30pm
t
Beavers enjoy their annual trip to 11" December (Montreal) &

West Wittering Sunday12th December (Toronto).
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Y Group received over £500!




Maybe it was the piece of news on the CNN website, reporting the 100" anniversary of
Scouting in America, that set me going...Maybe it was just intuition. But one way or another
| decided to surf the web to try locating my old Scout Group — THE DITTONS! Well... lo and
behold...there you were ! And to my delightful surprise it is also THE DITTONS 100"

| was a Dittons Scout from around May, 1972 (yes ! 1972 ! Late last century!) through around

June, 1973. It's been many moons... The circumstances of my joining the group, aged 11

at the time, have to do with my family’s urging that | should immediately immerse into a British atmosphere, to jump
start my English language abilities (or inabilities at the time...) and get a bit of insight into the culture. You see,
although born in America, | am a Brazilian. I'm the son of a Brazilian Navy Officer who, at the time, had been
commissioned on a Diplomatic mission to the Court of St. James !

Of course, as it turned out, The Dittons did way much more to me and my life, than merely immerse me into the British
mindset. The Dittons gave me my first glimpse of the experience of group and individual responsibility. It helped me
mature rapidly, understanding the benefits of teamwork, respect, merit and honour. Naturally, it also gave me tools for
life. It was by being a Dittons Scout that | learned navigation using Ordnance

Survey contour maps as | hiked around Surrey with my Patrol (Patrol leader — John

Badcock), reading the contour lines to design the hiking routes around hills and in

to valleys. I've never been lost since!!!! It was with the Dittons that | learned

camping in the wilderness, when we went for our camping expedition to the Lake

District (summer 1972). The complete collection of all things tangible and ethereal

that | have accumulated by being a Dittons Scout, have been with me ever since.

The basic elements of Scoutship have honed my survival and inter-relational

instincts, and have hardened into a body of fundamental wisdom, that has

helped guide me throughout my life, in travels, business and personal affairs. It has

also being a basis for the things | try passing on to my fellow peers, co-workers and

family, as a valuable framework of integrity. | forget a lot of things in life, as do

most people... but | never forget the scent of the recently cut grass, when strolling

up to “The Shack”... the smell of old wood, coming from the historic walls of the

building, or the occasional passing cloud of steam from the neighbouring group Dittons Scout —
of engineers (The Malden Society), or the yellowish glow of the public lighting posts, Fernando Coelho de Sousa
on the foggy winter nights, as | walked to the Green Line bus stop, on Thursday nights,

to catch my bus home...

If my memory will not betray me now, | believe our Scout Leader was John Lamb at the time, and | also believe that |
was informed sometime later that he unfortunately left us in the early nineties due to a heart attack.... but I could not
confirm the information adequately.

Neville Biden, featured on the Dittons Newsletter | believe was one of the leaders at the time. Until very recently
(1999) I still had my Dittons Scout shirt. It was the old dark green uniform. But it has not survived all these years.

My life, as a grown up, has taken me all over the world. I'm now settled in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where I'm a businessman
in TV and media. Soon | should be visiting the UK, which | have not done since 1994, and then, | will set aside time to
visit “The Shack”, so that, with your permission, | can just stare quietly at the setting of great makings in me. Please
send my blessings to all in the current group.

Be Prepared!
Cheers,
Fernando Coelho de Sousa
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Group Scout Leader — Laura Clarke - 07518 306675 Cubs — Dave Clarke — 07719 245436
lauradittons@hotmail.co.uk david.clarke35@btinternet.com
Group Chairman — Neville Biden — 01256 880459
Beavers — David Cooper — 07776 225275
Explorer Scouts — Norman Goldsmith — 020 8398 6072 David.J.Cooper2@met.police.uk
Scouts - lan Yates — 07900 984165 Martin Cooper — 07957 698837
Juliet Lack - 0208 786 6222 : super_super_mart@hotmail.com
juliet.lack@ntlworld.com Sarah Fox — 020 8398 4362
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