Enthusiasm is a tremendous motivating force. The
dedication of the Group’s Leaders and the energy of our
young people have gelled into a bundle of that
enthusiasm. Across the membership everything is buzzing
and we were in the top 15 Scout groups for recruitment of
new members nationwide this year.

Among the parents everything is buzzing too. Attendees
at the Annual General Meeting on 20" March filled the
main hall. The support for ‘Shack’ working days was very
good, a lot got done, and the Cub Den is sparkling;
“Thank you” everybody who helped.

“Thank you” to all the folk who had a hand in the success
of The Fair on Sunday 10" May. The enthusiasm that was
on display was heartening to see and experience. The
financial result was a record £10,736.07!

The detailed planning by the Fair Committee was faultless
and the pre-day preparation methodical and thorough. We
had a really glorious day and wonderful support from the
general public — the ‘Green’ was crowded. After all that
had gone on before and at the Fair there was the clearing
up afterwards. Heroes all those who, already tired,
cleared everything back to the ‘Shack’, left the ‘Green’
clean and tidy, and then put much of the equipment away.

With this enthusiasm coursing through the Group we look
forward to the events being planned to celebrate the
Centenary Year. Above all, we look to the success of
various and many Scouting activities in which the young
people will be participating during the summer.

From 5" June 1939 when | was enrolled into the Wolf
Cubs | have been enthusiastic for the adventure and fun
that Scouting has to offer. It is true to say that these
experiences have shaped my life. | hope our young
people will be able to look back and say the same.

Scouting in the United Kingdom is to have a new Chief
Scout. BEAR GRYLLS is an explorer and adventurer; he
was a Scout and is enthusiastic for what the Movement
can provide for young people. He is making one of his
main aims the encouragement of adults to become
Leaders and helpers in Scouting.

We, in ‘The Dittons’, hope he inspires men and women in
our locality to JOIN OUR Leader Team to the benefit of
our young people. Our Young People need good role
models to show them the right paths to follow.

Necalte. D Dider

Neville Biden,
Group Chairman

—
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The sun shone for the annual
Dittons Scout Group May Fair on
Sunday 10" May. Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts and their families all got
involved in setting up this annual
event and in making it the most
successful fair to date making a
fantastic £10,736.07!

As usual there was plenty of fun
and activities put on for all the
family including the coconut shy, pig racing, face
painting and a treasure hunt, karate and mini rugby
shows.

A big thank you to
the organising
committee for all
their hours of hard
work and also to
the Scouts, Cubs,
Beavers and their
families for all their
hard work in selling brochures and helping out on the
day, not forgetting of course all the generous local
companies for their continued sponsorship of this
annual event.

Congratulations to Julian
Wickenden who has
received his Chief Scout’s
Bronze Award, the highest
award in Beaver Scouting.
To receive this award he
has completed Six

¥

Challenge badges duringk
his time at Beavers.

Juilian is pictured here receiving his award from Esher

District Scouts Commissioner, Peter Hanna at the

Dittons AGM on 20" March 2009.
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The Scouts have had a busy couple of months with a
varlety of especially themed nights including:

DIY night:, where they were shown how to use a David Wickenden
power drill and put a rawplug into brickwork
Scouts showing off their musical - Golf night at thg New Malden mi.ni-golf Centrg Meeting Time:
and self defense skills at the AGM - Shakespeare night; on 23rd April we had a night of Thursday
- Englishness, where the Scouts had to choose and from 7.30 — 9pm

the stage recite a dialogue from Shakespeare
Mackerel night; where each Scout was shown how to gut a mackerel and
then gets to gut their own before poaching it on a barbeque and eating it!
American football night ; with the preponderance of rugby interest in the troop,
we had a night concentrating on American football and specifically the
differences with

The Cub section is currently concentrating on the district camp due to be held at Polyapes at the
end of June. During the past couple of months both packs have joined our Countryside Ranger
for pond dipping at Garsons Farm, enjoyed several Saturday afternoons at the shack, an Easter
egg hunt, taken part in wide games on Giggs Hill Green and sold programmes for the group fair. Dave Clarke

i We attended the St. George’s day parade in Molesey i
! and put on a number of comedy sketches and individual |
| musical performances for the Group At Home AGM. |
i Both packs will continue to meet during the summer - i

stopping only at August Bank Holiday.

The Cub Den is nearing completion, thank you to all of those

Cubs practicing their camp fire skills ready involved in its transformation - we have been fortunate in
for district camp

eing able to get hold of some new cupboards from a
company that was closing down. Seating has been installed,

the carpet will be lifted soon
Meeting Times: Monday — Mowgli Cubs: 6.30 -8pm Tuesday — Zulu Cubs: 6.30 -8pm and blinds installed.

The Beavers have had another active few months and have been

focusing on a number of badges including the Air Activities badge, David Cooper Martin Cooper Sarah Fox

Healthy Eating badge and Safety Activity badge.
Both packs also ran Mothers’ Day Tea Parties, put on fantastic
performances of ‘I am the Music Man’ (Montreal) and Superman
(Toronto) at the Group AGM and were involved in the St George’s Day
Parade.

In June we attended Bazzaz, the Surrey County Fun day held at
Cranleigh, where Beavers experienced an exciting day full of fun
activities based around a circus theme.

We are very much looking Meeting Times:

forward to the annual end of | Wednesday — Montreal Beavers: 5-6.30pm

term barbecue and rounders Thursday- Toronto Beavers; 5-6.30pm
Beavers and parents at Bazzaz match against parents!
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Brian joined the 1% Surbiton Park Scout Troop in 1933, [having spent his earlier years in the

Church Lads Brigade in Long Ditton], he gained the King’s Scout Badge. He joined ‘The

Dittons’ Crew of Rover Scouts in 1937 and, like many others, came under the charismatic influence of Rome Attwell.
He was given a Warrant as Assistant Scotitmaster in .Julv 1938

He volunteered for the Navy, in response to an advert in ‘The Scout’, in 1939
and served as a Leading Signaller until 1946 on Atlantic Convoys and in the
Far East. Returning from War Service he became Assistant Scoutmaster of
the Senior Scout Troop and subsequently Scoutmaster — Seniors — until April
1958. Brian was a positive person with the skill to encourage the lads to
achieve beyond their natural ability. These were very successful years for the
Senior Troop. Twelve members gained the Queen’s Scout Badge.

Brian was Group Scoutmaster from April 1958 to January 1967. The Group
continued to flourish under his gentle firm leading. He was steeped in the
Rover Scout principle of Service and had the active support of the Crew, who
did the maintenance work at ‘The Shack’ at Willow Bank, Claygate Lane,
Thames Ditton, and was a source for Section Leaders.

Retiring as Group Scoutmaster gave Brian the opportunity to give his time
and energy to the Esher District. He was a member of the District Executive
Committee and served on the Warrants Sub-Committee. He became District
President — retiring from this position in July 2008 and then taking on the
position of one of the Vice Presidents.

In all he was a member of the Scout Movement for nearly 76 years. As well
as the award of the King’s Scout Badge, and a 60 year Long Service Award
he was awarded the Medal of Merit [1960], Silver Acorn [1974], Bar to the
Silver Acorn [1991] and the highest award the Silver Wolf [2007]. He had

been Honorary President of ‘The Dittons’ Scout Group for many years.

Brian was an inspiration, mentor and guide to
the many lads who moved through the Group.
| am very grateful for the lifelong friendship
we shared.

Rev. Neville Biden.

Group Chairman — Neville Biden — 01256 880459
Group Scout Leader — Keith Berry — 020 8398 3447
Scouts — David Wickenden — 07973 316812
david.wickenden@thedittons.com
Cubs — Dave Clarke — 07719 245436
david.clarke35@btinternet.com
Beavers — David Cooper — 020 8397 2275
David.Cooper@met.police.uk
Martin Cooper — 020 8397 2275
Sarah Fox — 020 8398 4362
www.thedittons.com

Do we have your latest contact details? If not please
could you contact your group leader or send your
details direct to Hilary Franklin at
hilary@franklincoms.co.uk. To save on printing costs
and to do our bit for the environment we email our
newsletter and other communications however if you
don’'t have an email address please make us aware of
this so that we can ensure you receive a hard copy of
communications.
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| was delighted to learn that you are celebrating your 100"
Anniversary this year and it gives me the greatest pleasure to
send you my sincere congratulations on this wonderful
achievement.

Message from the Chief Scout

To: The Dittons Scout Group

Scouting helps us learn how to be part of a team and to show
initiative as a leader, these skills are much needed in this current
age where issues such as the health of the planet and the desire
to achieve a sustainable environment are the greatest
challenges. The ethos of Scouting and the young people who
follow its course are part of the fabric of the world’s future
societies.

| am pleased to wish everyone in “Dittons Scouts” a very happy
centenary!

Peter Duncan
Chief Scout




